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TAGS: CASC, PFOR, VS 

SUBJECT: BAN ME THUOT CAPTIVES 

1- REUTERS REPORTS FROM SAIGON MAY 23 (ARTICLE BYLINED 
NETT, DAVIS) THAT AUSTRALIAN PETER WHITLOCK IS BEING HELD 
WITH A GROUP OF AMERICANS AND A CANADIAN COUPLE IN PLEIKU 
PROVINCE, SVN. THIS IS THE GROUP, MOSTLY MISSIONARIES AND 
ONE USAID OFFICIAL (PAUL STRUHARIK) CAPTURED MARCH 10 AT 
BAN ME THUOT. ONLY FIRM WORD ON THIS GROUP HAS BEEN REPORT 
IN EARLY APRIL THEY WERE BEING HELD IN A LARGE PRISON CAMP, 
WITH SOME 10,000 VIETNAMESE PRISONERS, IN PLEIKU PROVINCE, 
ABOUT TEN MILES FROM CAMBODIAN BORDER. WHITLOCK IS 
DESCRIBED IN REUTERS REPORT AS HAVING BEEN ON HOLIDAY AT 
BAN ME THUOT WHEN CAPTURED. 

2. ARTICLE STATES: "IT IS BELIEVED THAT WORD HAS BEEN 
RECEIVED IN SAIGON FROM MR. WHITLOCK RECENTLY THAT HE WAS 
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BEING DETAINED BY THE PRG ALONG WITH SEVERAL AMERICANS. 
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THE PROBLEM IN THE CASE OF MR. WHITLOCK IS POSSIBLY 
SIMPLY ONE OF ADMINISTRATION. AS YET NO CENTRAL PRG GOVERN- 
MENT AUTHORITY HAS BEEN ANNOUNCED, AND SVN IS CONTROLLED 
BY A SERIES OF ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEES WHOSE AUTHORITY 
EXTENDS ONLY OVER THEIR DESIGNATED ZONE." 


3. ALTHOUGH ARTICLE CONTAINS VIRTUALLY NO NEW INFO, IT IS 
SIGNIFICANT IN THAT THIS IS FIRST REPORT FROM SAIGON SINCE 
DEMISE OF GVN ON THIS GROUP OF PRISONERS, ABOUT WHOM 
THERE IS WIDE PUBLIC AND CONGRESSIONAL CONCERN HERE. 

4. WE HAVE DISCUSSED WITH AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY HERE, WHO 
ARE CHECKING WITH CANBERRA. REQUEST EMBASSY CHECK WITH 
GOA FOR ANY INFO THEY MAY HAVE ON WHITLOCK AND THOSE HELD 
WITH HIM. INGERSOLL 
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